AFTERMATH OF THE WAR

rights. The conclusion of the Security Council proceedings took, die
Iranian case off the first-page headlines of the Allied press, and pub-
lic interest in the West gradually abated. Left again to her own de-
vices, Iran was gradually slipping into the Soviet orbit. The conclu-
sion of the Azerbaijan agreement was only an opening wedge for
further concessions. First of all, in fulfillment of the agreement
Qavam appointed a new governor general for Azerbaijan. The ap-
pointment went to Dr. Salamollah Javid, former Minister or Interior
in the Azerbaijan government. Pishevari himself did no: obtain any
public office, yet as chief of the Democratic party of Azerbaijan he
remained the virtual boss of the province.

Secondly, on August 2, Qavam reshuffled his cabinet and included
three Tudeh members. They were Iraj Iskandari, Minister 01 Com-
merce and Industry; Dr. Firidun Keshavarz, Education; and Dr.
Morteza Yazdi, Health. In addition, Firuz, now openly pro-Tudeh,
was given the post of Vice-Premier and Minister of Labor and
Propaganda. This "popular front" cabinet had many characteristics
of classical Communist infiltration into the governing apparatus of a
non-Communist country. Such penetration usually began with grant-
ing to the Communists industrial, labor, education, and propaganda
agencies and ended by conceding to them the key portfolios of In-
terior, Defense, and Foreign Affairs. Such at least was the pattern
in central-eastern Europe between 1944 and 1948, and there were
good reasons to expect that similar developments would take place
in Iran.

This reshuffling of the cabinet was done to the accompaniment of
violent riots provoked by the Tudeh in Khuzistan. On July 16 a gen-
eral strike broke out in the section owned by the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Company. It involved 100,000 native workers and resulted in 17
killed and 150 wounded among the company's European and native
personnel. The strikers, led by Reza Rusta, a Tudeh leader promi-
nent in Iranian trade unions, committed several acts of sabotage
which resulted in the loss of more than 300,000 tons of oil and en-
dangered general production. Thus Communist influence was felt
not only in Teheran, but also in the southern areas, vitally affecting
the security of the British Empire and the smooth operations of the
Royal Navy.
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